DyFRA

Dymock Forest Rural Action

CENTENARY GLADE - 1919-2019

The Centenary Glade is a community project in partnership with Forestry
England, based in Queens Wood, a former softwood plantation. The aim of
the project is to enhance biodiversity, providing suitable conditions for
woodland flora and fauna to flourish.
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The Centenary Glade site in Queens Wood, Dymock Forest nr. HR9 7UT.
The blue square at the centre of the photo is a 5m x 4m tarpaulin, within the 1966 ‘pyjama
stripes’ planting of oak trees. The ‘racks’ (dark green) between the oak contained Norway
Spruce, before felling in 2016. Two ‘stripes’ are to be felled in September to create a 40m
wide ride forming The Glade. Right hand side of the photo shows the shelters around

groups of oak, raised from acorns collected at nearby Shaw Common.

First the area was restored and coppiced by Forestry England to allow light
to reach the woodland floor. Then, to celebrate one hundred years of the
work of the Forestry Commission (1919-2019), DyFRA organised the
planting of 500 trees by local schoolchildren and many supportive
volunteers.

Along the edges of the forest ride we planted wild cherry, wild service tree,
guelder rose and hazel to provide the flowering and fruiting species so vital
as habitat for insects and bees. Our target species include moths and
butterflies such as the drab looper moth, the yellow Brimstone and silver
washed Fritillaries, whose caterpillars relay on alder buckthorn and dog
violet.

Plant species include Lily of the Valley, Herb Paris and our native daffodils
and wood anemone. This ancient woodland provides a natural home for
woodcock, raven, goshawk and our star species, the dormouse.
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